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TAf, FLUMSING ADV]SORY BOA}I1)

W$tllgAS, the Pem:sylvania Uniform Conslruction Code ("UCC") becane effectjve in 2004 to
provide standards for the protection of lifr, heal&, property and enviroflrne$ atd for the safety and
welfare oflbe consumct, geireral plblic and the rwnors and occupants oibuildi*g and slructures
droughoui ?ennsylvania; and

WI{{R3AS, the City of Philadelphia setks to encoulage stardardizatlcu il conslructiol by providilg
requirinenls for consfuction and conslrl]clion ll1alerials consistent wilb nationaliy recognized
sta.ndards ard to permit to the tlllest exte# feasible *re use of sta:e-of-the-arl recl}nicei melhods.
n:alerials ald devicas consistent with reasonable requirgm€nls for the irealth, safety and welfare of
occupan6 01' users of buiidings and stniclures in ?hiladeiphia; aad

WHCR0AS, the City of Philadelphia Plumbing Code, one of the first plumbing codes in the couatry,
has not urdergone significant change since 1995; and

WI{IIIIAS, the UCC adopts the Intefiational Plumbing Code as tire staadard for plumbing
lnstallations in Pemsyivania; and

WI{EROAS, the City of Philadelphia seeks to incorporate d:e fomatting and modemi:y of the
lnlernationai Plumbing Code ilto &e ?hiladelphia ?}u-"abiag Code as a bleld to allow {br the use of
1:ew 1r1a19rials, products or methods of consirucrio* as applicable; and

Wg3*eAS, the City of Philadelphia supports water efficiency and the use of sustaiaable piumbing
producls, systems, and practices; and

W}lfRtrAS, dre City of lhiladelphia seeks to siglifica;:t1y reduce the use of .lead in plumbing
installalion! to the maximum extert possible; and

WHEREAS, individuals with ieclmica.l sxpertise in the desigrr and insiailation of piumbiag systems
can prcvide the City with valuable assistance in updating code requirefients 10 €rsure that the tradiiion
oi a Ph:iladelp}ia Plumbing Code endlres, but in a fonn which encourages standardization a:rrd

economy in conslmclion as well as the use of state-of*1he-art mgthods, matarials and deviees,
consislent with nationally recognized qualiiy aad safety standards;

NOW, TH8RI$'ORI, 1, James F. Kemey, Mayor of tle City of Philadelphia, by the pov,'ers vosted
in me by tl're Philadelphia Home Rule Charter, cio hereby order as follows;

StrC'IiOI{ 1. AS?A3LiS1IMSNT Of TIiE PLUM9ING A$YISOTTYSOAR}

A. The Plumbi:ng Aclvisory Boald is hereby established in rhe Deparlment of Licerxes and
lnspeclions.



C.

The Board shall consisr of seven members appoir:ted by the Mayor and shal1 be chairad bv one
such appointed mernber designaled by the Mayor.

The Board shali consist of the following members: folr {4) members shall be reg.istered masier
piumbers; one (1) member shall be a design professicnal licensed cr registered in the
commonweaitfr of Perursylvania experienced in the d€sign of plumbing systems; cne (1;
member shall .represent ihe developmeal community; or:e ( i ) mearber shail rerreseni ihc
srrslainabi)ity communiry.

The mertbers of the Board shall serve with compelsation fot such service as sei fort\ in { 20-
104 of thc Philadelphia Code.

The Board shail also include ihe following non-votir:g dx-o{ficio members: one (1) member
liom the Deparlment ofLicenses and Inspectiols, one (l) meinber from the siree$ repafiffent
and one il) member from the water Department; each appointed by dreir respecrive
Corrrmissioners.

g.

F. In the evenl a va.ancy occurs with one of lhe members as described in Section LC. the
lemainder of the Eoard rhrougl mqjority consens s slall have the abiljty to recommend to *:e
Mayor a replacement.

SICTIOII 2, ITSTABLI$HMI'NT O? A NE1V ?g:LADALfTTIA P;-UMBING CODA

A. The Plumbing Adviscry Board sha1l, withir six (6) montls of ihis Ord.r, m&ke
resofifiendatiots to ihe Comfiissioner ofLicenses and Inspections and the Board of Suilding
Standards regarding the adopdor by the City ofa new Philadelphia Plumbing Code bxed upon
the rnodel plumbing codes developed by the ]alamalional Code Colncil consistent with tire
Pe:rnsylvaaia Uniform consrruction Code Act 4-5 of 1999 as amended (tire "ucc',); ro iaclude:

I The development of any tecessary iccal excepiions to such model plumbing codes such
that subject ameldmenls wouid equal or exceed the minimum requirements of ihe UCC and
remain subject to the following standards imposed by ihe UCC:

a. tiral cerlain clear and convi*cing local climatic, geologic" topographic or public
heaith and safely circumstalces or conditions justifu rhe excegrion;

b- the excaplton shall be adequate for the purpose intended and shall meel a standard
of performance equal to or greater than that prescribed by the UCC1

c. the exception wouid nol diminish or threater tle health, safety and wel&re of the
pubiic.

National standards tlat eliminate to the greatest exient possible the use of lead in the
insrallation of plumbing marerials both to protect the soil from contaminatlon ard to meel
the requiremenls of rhe lederal Reducrior of Lead in Drinking Wa:sr Act.

D,



4.

J, Nationai standards that alrow for methods and rnateriars which promote sustainab iry andconservatjotl in the City's built environmenr.

code provis.ions that shafl alrow for arterarions pursuant to p.lumbing codes adopred as partof the UCC Io exisring prumbing sysiems insralled 
'nder 

currenr and previous codes aod
standards.

upon receipt of ihe recommendatio s of the plumbing Advisory Board, the commissioner ofLicelses and laspeclions and the goard of ruiaing standards shalr consider suci,fecommendalions and their compliance with the ucc. upcn such consideration, theCommissioner shail move ro enacr a nerr !?hiladerphia plumbiag Code,, through Reg.rarion.

once enacrd, the city shali establish a formal agreement with the Interradolal code councirlor pubiication of a "ph adelptria ptumbing cole', subject ro tire copyright of the ccunc .

lJ.
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SECTION 3. I)UTIES T}3 TAr ?LUMBING ADVISOI.? BOARD

A' In addition to the duties established ia section 2 of this order, the plumbing Advisory Board
shall make recommendations to rha commissioner of Liceases and rnspectiirs aJL, m*u
of Building Standards regardir:g:

l rhe review of future editions of the rntemational plumbing code as adopted by rhe
cornmonwearrh of pennsylvania as part of the ucc: and the-necessary .rtitirir*.n, o,"
erimination of rocal amendments to such piumbing code as authorized by the UCC and in
consideration of Se*ion 2.A. of this Order; and

2 Appeals for variances fi'om Philadelphia Plumbiag Code provisions related to periait
applications; and

3 Methods and materials of plumbing noi speciflcally aurhorized by the codes which requae
colsideralion due to the unique nature of plriladelphia's climate, topography or geoiogy;
and

4' Assistance witb the development of iechnical examinations utilized for testing qualiJication
for licerlses reiated to plumbing in conjunction with a third p"rry upp-.rrJ uy tf,u
Depanment.

SECTION 4. A,I}VISORY ROLT OF' ?IIE 3OAA3



The role of the Board shall be advisory in nature and no recommend:tion made by the Board sball be
binding on the Deparunent of Licenses aad iaspections, the Board of Building Erandards or any other
agency of the City.

SECT:ON 5. ETFECTIYC }ATE

This Order shall take effect immediately.


