
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES AND INSPECTIONS

CODE BULLETIN OF INFORMATION
B-1901-R1

CODE OF GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE

CIry OF PHILADELPHIA

TITLE 4- BUILDING
CONSTRUCTION AND
OCCUPANCY CODE

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
201 SPHILADELPHIA PLUMBING CODE

Title 4, Sub-Code p

August 19,2019

ocroBER 16,2019

PAGE 1 OF 2

ISSUE:

Effective october 1, 2019, the city of phiraderphia wit adopt a new phiraderphia prumbing code.
Design and construction contracts are typicafly deveroped and approved prior to permit apprication andmay relate to the previous code jn effeit. In order to cii"cumvent potentrar confusion and ease thetransition to the new codes, the^D:qartTenl."u"tor"iiiy uiro*s a grace period wherein a desrgner maychoose to have the project reviewed under the n"* 

"od" 
oi" pruu,ora onu.

BAGKGROUND:

on Jury 24, 2019, a new phirad^erplia prymbing code_was signed into raw, markrng the first time thatthe Philadelphia plumbing Code has undergone significant ctange since 1995.

The new code provides for the modernization of materials, products and methods of construction. codeprovisions are consistent with nationaty.recogni."J ;i";;;ii; ano are more compatibre with otherconstruction codes in effect within tne City ot-enitaOuf pf.'ri". 
--

The new code is predicated upon the 2O1g International
wlll oe publrshed as the 2018 PhilacJetnhie pl,,mh;h^ ,/-^

Piumbing Code with local modifications and

The 2004 phiraderphia prumbin,g code and the 201g phiraderphia prumbing code are separate anddistinct codes Provisions of each.code may not be u"eJ int"icrr"ngeably unless otherwise noted in th,sBulletin such exceptions sha, onry be est;brisheJ ,nJ"iinu ,""orrendation of the prumbingAdvisory Board to ensure that the substitution ,""t" ir," rrt"'"t of the code and does not presentconflicts with other sections of the Code.

POLICY:

Beginning october '1 . 201g, the Department wil afiow a gface penod wherein a designer may choose tohave the project reviewed under.the.2004 phitaoerpnia dtuiiirng code of the 2018 phirader'hia
llYll?ils coqe The Department wirrarrow permiiippr""tioriruiiu*" 

""o"i"iti*'" tn"'iti,ZtPf raderphia prumbing code or the 2018 priirro"rpniJ prrroing cooe up to and incruding March 31,

A,l,ffiifftT#"ations 
filed on or after Aprill, 2020 shalt be reviewed under the 2018 phitadetphia
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A permit must comply fully with the governing code edition and provisions shall not be interchanoed.

Exception:

1) Permitsl issued under the 2004.prumbing code may utirize compression gasket joints with
hubbed cast-iron drainage pipe in accordance with Section 70s.3.2 of th;201g Fnilaoetpnia
Plumbing Code.

DIREGTION:

Based on the Department's policy, examiners shall conduct reviews under the code edition of theapplicant's choice for a| apprications received up to and incruding March 31, 2020.

A construction permit applicant may select one of the two Philadelphia plumbing Code versions for thereview and shail indicate the selected version on the application or plans. lf no Jelection is maoe, tneexaminer will perform the review based on the 2004 phiradelphia piumbing code.

Plumbing permits must contain reference to the selected code in the permit description in order toensure continuity of code provisions during inspections.

Applications submitted on and after April 1 , 2020 shall be reviewed under the 20,1g philadelphia
Plumbing Code.

1 Permit issued underthe 2004 Philadelphia Plumbing code shall nor requtre an amended permit be issued toreflect the installation and use of compression gasket! in accordance with Section 705.3.2 of the 2o18Philadelphia Plumbing Code.


